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SIXTH CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION, 1989 C. B. Yoo b— T T

4

A BILL FOR AN ACT

To provide for the selection of delegates and procedures for the
Constitutional Convention approved iu the referendum of March, 1989, and
for other purposes.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA:

Section 1. Constitutional Convention. There is hereby created

a Constitutional Convention in and for the Federated States of
Micronesia. The Convention shall be known as "the Constitutional
Convention of the Federated States of Microuesia.”

Section 2. Delegates. The Convention shall consist of four
delegations composed of one delegallon from each cf the four States
of the Federated States of Micronesia. The delegates, all of whow
shall be citizens of the Federated States of Micromesia, shall be
selected as follows:

(1) The traditional) leadership nf ecach State shall select
two traditionmal leaders to be delepates; PROVIDED, however, that §f
the traditional leaders decline to serve or if there 18 no
traditional leadership to appoint traditfonal leaders, then the
State affected shall fill these two delegute ponitlons through
at-large elections.

(2) Each State shall elect delegates from existlng
Congressional districts of the Statec as follows:

(a) There shail be cleven delegates from Truk State,
two of whom shall be elected from each Congresslonusl district except
that district wlth tho graatesl pepulatton which shall sloct Lhrec
delegates.

(b) There shall be useven delegates from Pohnpel
State, two of whom shall be elected from each Congressional district
except that district with the greatest population which shall elect

three delegates.
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(c) There shall be two delegates irom the
Congressional district of Yap State.
(d) There shall be twe delegates from the
Congressional district of Kosrae State.
(3) All delegates shall be voting members.
Section 3. Elections.

(1) Except as otherwice provided in thls act, election of
delegates shall be held in accordance with the National Electlon Code,
title 9 of the Code of the Federated States of Micronesia, as amended.

(2) The election of delegates shall be neld on January 3,
1990.

(3) Any person who is 25 years of age or older, has
fulfilled the residence requirements Iin the representative State for
registration as a voter, as set forth In title ¢ ot the Code of the
Federated States of Micronesia, and le not currently under a judgment
of mental incompetency or insanlty, or a scntence for any felony for
which he has been convicted by any court of the Federated States
of Micronesia, shall be ellgible for c¢lectlon as a delegate from the
representative State, unless otherwlse excluded by law.

(4) Each person votlng for delegates shall be permltted to
vote for the number of delegates to which the delegate district in
which he votes 1s entitled, and the candldate or candidates rvecelving
the highest number of votes from each delegate dlstrlct shall be the
delegates Lo the Conventton [rom the delegnte dintrict,

(5) 'The Conventlon shall be the sole judge ol Lhe
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elections, returns, and qualificetions of itg Members; PROVIDED,
however, that in case of a tie vote at the election, the winner shall
be determined in a run-off election between the candidates so tied.
Run-off elections shall occur no later than 30 days after the results
of the general delegate election have been announced.

(6) In any State with only a single election district, the
State, by law, may require that all candidates run at-large.

Section 4. Vacancies.

(1) Vacancies for any appointed or selected delegate shall
be filled in the same manner as the original appointment.

(2) Vacancies for any clected delegate shall be filled by
the candidate receiving the next hiighest number of votes in the
election of delegates from the same delegate district, PROVIDED that
1f a vacancy exists for an elected delegate wlio was unopposed 1n the
election of delegates, or for any elected delegate for whom more than
one candidate tied for the next highest number of votes, the vacancy
shall be filled by appointment of the State Chief Executive.

Section 5. Pre-Convention Commnitiee,

(1) There shall be s Fre-Convention Committee which shall
consist of one member from each State who ls selecred by a majority
vote of that State's delegation. Such selecticn shall be made no
later than March |9, 1990, and shall be made In writing by the
State's delegation to the President of the Federated States of
Mlicronesia,

(2) The Pre-Conventlon Commlttee shall choose Lty own
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of ficers and shall organize according to Jts own rules and procedures.
(3) The duties of the Pre-Cecuvention Conmittee shall he as
follows:

(a) To make arrangemernts for accommodations,
equipment and facilities; PROVIDED, however, that the Pre—Convention
Committee shall whenever possible arrange to utilize Natioual
Government equipment and facilities;

(b) To make arrangements for staff; PROVIDED, however,
that each State delegation to the Convention shall be permitted to
brlog no more than two technical stafl to assist thelr respective
delegations and the Coavention;

(¢) To prepare a budget for the Constitutional
Conventlon to be submitted to Congress in the May scssion of 1990;

{d) To confer with rthe varlicus State delegations to
Ldentify those lssues that cach dolegntion wiehes Lo ralse at the
Convention;

(e) To commission any rescarzh that {t feels should
be performed on 1ssues identifled by the State delegutlons prlor to
the convenlng of the Convention;

(f) To specify a date fov convening the Convention;

(8) To preparc propesed rules and procedures; and

(h) To perform other functions not otherwise reserved
to the Conventlon which will ansure a successful and orderly
Counventlon.

(4) Memborn of the Pres Conventloa Comm') Lae ahal b
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entitled to per diem and travel expenses, akt standard rates as
provided by Financial Management Regulations of the National
Government of the Federated States of Micronesia, while on the
business of the Commiftee.

(5) Staff assistance for the Pre-GConvention Committee
shall be provided as needed through the National Government of the
Federated States of Micronesia, unless otherwisa provided by State
delegations.

(6) The Pre~Couvention Committes shall complete its
work Iin no more than 15 calendar days.

Section 6. Procedures.

(1) The Constitutional Convention shall convene in
Palikir, Pohnpel State, at the Narional Capital in July of 1990 and
shall continue in gession there for not longer than 30 calendar days,
PROVIDED, however;

(a) That the Convention may cali receeses; and

(b) May extend the session if necessary for up to a
total of 45 calendar days.
The Pre-Convention Committeec shall speclfy the actual date for the
convening of the Convention.

(2) The youngest elected delegate sball act as President
of the Convention until the Convention shall sclect a President from
among 1ts membershlp.

(3)  Ihe Conventlon whall pelect, from among lin

membership, a President and guch additlonal officers an 1t may deem
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Section 8. Duties.

(1) The Convention shall propose amendments to the
Constitution to be placed on a ballot for a referendum to be held
during the general election of March, 1991; PROVIDED, however, that
in the event that an amendment would effect the general election, the
amendment or amendments shall be voted ou in a special referendum
called by the President of the Federated States of Micronesia for
December of 1990.

(2) Proposed amendments to the Constitution shall be Ia
the format set forth in the Constitutional Amendment Procedure Act,
title 1, section 703 of the Code of the Federated States of
Micronesla and any regulations pursuant thereto.

(3) When sald amendments have becn proposed by the
Conventlon, the Convention shall notify tihe President of the
Federated States of Microuesia who shall (ransmlt a copy of the
amendments to the Congress of the Federated States of Mlicronesla, and
shall call a referendum as provided by tltle L, chapter 7 of the
Code of the Federated States nf Micronesla.

Section 9. Expenses of Delegates and Staff. All delegates and

staff who are not residing In their home States while cn the business
of the Convention shall be entitled to all necessary travel expenses,
and to per dlem according to the Financlal Macapoement Repgulatlonn of

the PFederated States of Mleronesla.
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1 Section 10. Effective date. This act shall become law upon

2 approval by the President of the Federated States of Micronesia or

3 upon its becoming law without such approval.
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